Update on Amlaku’s project in Ethiopia.     By Ric Foxley.
Earlier this year, we were privileged to have Amlaku spend a month with us here in New Zealand. It was his first time out of Ethiopia, so for him everything was new. We visited farms in the Manawatu, Wairarapa, and Gisborne, as well as showing him Rotorua, Taupo, etc. He was able to meet many of the people who have supported his project. Different food, different lifestyle, different everything – and he took to it like a duck to water, although by the end of 4 weeks, he was happy to be heading home to his way of life.
Although his visit was not primarily a fundraising trip, many people he met did contribute generously to the needs of the community, so that by the time he went home we had all the funds we needed for improved seed and fertiliser for this year, along with 5 laptops for the village school and the funds for a solar panel and printer, which he bought in Addis on the way home.
I was able to spend a week with him in Lalibela and his village of Baregota at the end of July, accompanied by Alan Stuart, a farmer from Mauriceville, north of Masterton, who had come on board after reading the original articles in the Farmers Weekly. Amlaku and I had spent an afternoon with him on his farm, where Amlaku discovered his innate skills as a musterer of sheep! 
6 weeks before we arrived in the village, the farmers had planted their improved wheat seed on (for the very first time ever) fertilised soil. Because of funding constraints, we had only been able to supply each farmer with the same amount of seed and fertiliser, irrespective of the size of land each farmer had – they range from 2 to 14 ha! So, side by side, we could see a field planted with improved seed on fertilised soil, and another field planted using traditional seed and no fertiliser. As you can see in these photos, the difference was dramatic. The farmers were hugely excited. I think we were hugged by all 70 bewhiskered farmers! 
The women are delighted with the grain mill, which can do in about 15 minutes what would take a woman a whole day using the traditional method. It is functioning well, and being used by people from way beyond the immediate village. They pay a higher rate than the villagers, and this creates the maintenance/diesel fund.
Vegetables are now grown around almost every house, thanks to the canals Amlaku has created. There is a ready market for the produce in the town 8 kms away, and so successful is this that some families are now building themselves sturdy new homes on the proceeds. 
None of what we have done so far has provided Amlaku with a steady income for himself. His classmates from University have mostly gone on to jobs in the agricultural field in the country, but his choice was to work on this village project, to bring his community into the modern age. But now that things are really moving, with the locals buying into the project and seeing the benefits of what he has brought to them, it is time for him to focus on his own future more seriously, while still staying very involved with the village. 
Last year, he put himself through night school in Lalibela, doing a tourism diploma. Tourism is a major growth industry in Ethiopia, and particularly so in Lalibela with its ancient rock churches. His dream is to establish his own Tour Company, rather than just being a guide, lined up like taxis on a rank with all the other guides, waiting for customers. To do this, he needed two things – a 4WD vehicle and a functioning website on which to advertise his services to potential clients in the West. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A few weeks ago, he was put in touch with a father and son team in the capital, Addis Ababa, who have 4WD vehicles, and a desire to get into tourism, but no licence, which Amlaku has. He has now spent a week with them in Addis, and they have come to what seems to be a good workable relationship that will enable them to go into business together. He was also gifted the funds to have the necessary website development done, hopefully by the end of September. So, things are looking pretty positive for him. Work of this nature should give him the flexibility to continue with the village project as well. 
What he does need right now is $2000.00 to cover his living expenses for the next few months while he gets this venture up and running. If there is anyone out there who would be willing to help with this, I would be hugely grateful. The impact of the project on Amlaku’s village has been incredible. We saw this everywhere we went, with farmers keen to show us their crops, with the vegetables they were growing, the new houses being built, the rapidly growing primary school – up to 400 students now from the 236 when I visited in October 2015. If the harvest they are predicting this year comes to full fruition, they will be able to buy their own improved seed next year, and also start to open bank accounts to build up some reserves against the inevitable bad years that will undoubtedly come in the future, just like farmers here have to plan for.
I’ll give Amlaku the final word (from just a few days ago)
The crop is incredibly growing well. It could be dream crop for any farmers even for the developed country farmers! Yesterday, I spent my whole day at the village and explored their land that is covered by the crop, particularly the land that uses fertilizers and the condition of the crop is unbelievable! Imagine if they were able cover their entire portion of land with the same method, I mean fertilizers, it could be just a massive progress. It still is now! But at the same time we have still about half the land that is not sown by fertilizers. More than half of our community member have built a more modern house since we launch the project.  Meanwhile, about half of the community member has already a bank account, and  by the coming harvest season everyone will open a bank account too. Anyway, you must be proud with what you have done with the fund for letting this happened!!!

Donations can be made online to Bricks for Life, Inc, A/C No. 06 0729 0613936 00, 
or by cheque to Bricks for Life, Inc, 100 Worcester St, Ashhurst, 4810. 
Email ric@bricks.org.nz  Tel 06 326 8887.


 
